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[G] Because the end had come: And so Scripture says, “When you are 
in tribulation, and all these things come upon you in the latter days, 
[you will return to the Lord your God and obey his voice]” (Deut. 
4:30). 


[H] “You will return to the Lord” (Deut. 4:30)— because of 
repentance. 


[I] “For the Lord your God is a merciful God (Dt. 4:31 )’— 
because of mercy. 


[J] “He will not fail you or destroy you or forget the covenant with 
your fathers” (Deut. 4:31 )— because of the merit of the 
fathers. 


[K] And so it says: “Nevertheless he regarded their distress” (Ps. 
106:44)— because of oppression. 


[L] “When he heard their cry” (Ps. 106:44)— because of their 
outcry. 


[M] “He remembered for their sake his covenant” (Ps. 106:45)— 
because of the merit of the fathers. 


[N] “And relented according to the abundance of his steadfast 
love” (Ps. 106:45)— because of repentance. 


[O] “And he caused them to be pitied” (Ps. 106:46)— because of 
mercy. 


A certain man would sin with his tongue [as a rumor monger]. He 
came before R. Yohanan, who sent him to R. Haninah. He said to him, 
“Go, repent, and study the learning of Torah, for it is written, “A 
gentle tongue is a tree of life [but perverseness in it breaks the 
spirit]’” (Prov. 15:4). 


Said R. Haninah son of R. Abbahu, “In the book of R. Meir they found 
that it was written, “The oracle concerning Dumah, [that is,] the oracle 
concerning Rome. One is calling to me from Seir [Watchman, what of 
the night? Watchman, what of the night?]’” (Is. 21:11). 


Said R. Yohanan, “One is calling to me because of Seir.” 


Said R. Simeon b. Lagish, “‘To me.’ From whence will there be a 
match for me? ‘From Seir.’” 


Said R. Joshua b. Levi, “If someone should say to you, ‘Where is your 
God,’ say to him, ‘He is in a great city in Edom [V.: in Rome].’ What 


